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To the Reverend Mr VILLETTE, 
Ordinary of NEWGATE. 


, 


I am, dear Sir, 
With my ſincereſt thanks for your humane 
Your truly ſorrowful, 
And much afflitcd brother in Chriſt, 


Friday, Tune 6, 1777. WILLIAM DODD- 
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„ ] acknow :dge my faules, and my fin is ever before me.” 
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cæue trembling, and felt down befare Paul and Silas, and 
bronglt them out and faid, Sins, Waar uusr TI Do To Be 
SAVED. 


IVhat mu/t I do to be þ ? is the important 


yet allowed us by the mercy of 
particle be loſt. Let us fill 


C744 
Obedience, and . I hall therefore endeavour to 
ſhew, how, in the ſhort interval between this moment and 
death, we . RR an, 2 CO 
"is © manger 2 Heavenly Fathee may, bd 
his infinite mercy, vouchſaſe to accept. 
I. Faith, is the foundation of all chriſtian virtue. leis wha + 
out which it is i fo pleaſe God. I ſhall therefore confi- 
E E 2 


Faith is a full and undoubting confidence in the declarations 
made by Goa nth dl eres 3 a incere-reception of the 
— 2 Saviour Steer with a Gee ; 
es be ea way the fas of the wd, and that we |! 
have, euch of us, apart im the boundleſs benefirs of the uni- 
rerfal ſacrifice. 


To det we muſt have recourſe x: all times, but lr 
it we find ourſelves 
ariſe m our minds, which ſuggeſt | 
tte hope of pardon, and that therefore it is vain to feek for 

dy repentance; we muſt remember how God wil- 
leth that every man ſhould be faved, and that thoſe who obey. 
his call, however late, ſhall not bercjefted. —If we are tempt- 
_ ed to think that the injuries we have done are ind 
— Þ mpoſidle in ler us remember, that rhe repar- 


Tanze Nerz de geht TR i erroncons opinion ofthe 
all- ſuſſicĩency of our Saviour's merits lull us imo careleſsneſs aa 


. His merits are indeed all-fufficient! Bur he has pre- 
the terms on which they are to operate. He died co 


CI'Y 


nm cen eter ac dais. den Bee ea 
to werk out cur ſalvation. Let us hope without preſumption z 
let us fear without defperation; and let our faith animate us 
to that which we were to conſider. ' 

Secondly, « Sincere obedience to the laws of God.“ Our 
obedience, for the ſhorttime yet remaining, is reſtrained to a 
narrow circle, Thoſe duties, which are called focial and rela- 
tive, are for the moſt out of our power. We can con- 
tribute very little to the general happineſs of mankind, while 
on thoſe whom kindred and 


will of God, 8 in his wiſdom 3 
tice.” We muſt not allow ourſelves to repine at thoſe miſe- 
ries which have followed our offences, but ſuſſer, with ſilent. 
humility and reſigned . patience, the puniſhment which we de- 
ſerve; remendering chat, —_—_ 


no praile 


| once ſeemed rhe moſt dreadtul e 

xetion and convifiion | —We ſhrink back, by immediate and 
inſtinctive terror, from the public eye, ö 
with i and contempt. is affliftive, and 
ignominious death is fearful | But let us compare our condi- 
might have died in the act of violence, by 
| might have funk into the 
gra gain of his artifice :—and 
SJ Elders then bad been our pe? We have now leiure for 

» ; we have opportunities of inſtruction; and whatever 


A —— we 


CP 3 
But how are we to ſeek the Lord? By the way which he 
himſelf hath appointed; by humble, fervent, and frequent 
prayer.—Some hours of worſhip are appointed us; let us duly 
obferve them. Some aſſiſtance ro our devotion is ſupplied ; 
let us accept it. But let us not reſt in formality and 
proſcription, let us call upon God night and day. When, in 
the review of the times which we have paſt, any offence ariſes 
to our thoughts, let us humbly implore forgiveneſs: and for 
thoſe faulis (and many they are and muſt be) which we can- 
not recollect, let us ſolicit mercy in general petitions. But it 
muſt be our conſtant care, that we pray not merely with our 
lips; but that, when we lament our fins, we are really humbled 
in ſelf-abhorrence *; and that, when we call for mercy, we raiſe 
our thoughts to hope and truſt in the goodneſs of God, and the 
merits e <a 
The reception of ſacrament, to which we ſhall be 
R Ex wantths: 
we die, is the higheſt act of Chriſtian worthip. At that awful 
moment it will become us to drop forever all worldly thoughts, 
to fix our hopes folely upon Chriſt, whoſe death is re preſented; 
and to conſider ourſelves as no longer connected with mortality. 
And „it may pleaſe God to afford ur fome confolation, 
ſome intimations of acceptance and forgiveneſs. But theſe 
radiations of favourare not always felt by the ſincereſt penirents. 
To the greater part of thoſe whom angels itand ready to 
receive, nothing is granted in this world beyond rational hope; 
—and with hope, founded on promiſe we may well be fatisfi- 
K is requiſite then that we conſider, wy | 
Thirdly, «© How Repentance is to be exerciſed.” Repen- 
rance, in the general ſtate of Chriſtian life, is ſuch a ſorrow for 
fin as a change of manners, and an amendment of life. 
Ris chat diſpoſition of mind, by which be who fole feals no mare; 
by which the wicked man turneth away from his wickedneſs, and 
dath that which is lawful 98 And to the 2 3 
| ormee* . 
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See Job, chap: xlii; ver. 6: - +4 
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formed, it is expreſoly promiſed, that he ſball ſave his ſcul alive. 
Of this repentance the proofs are viſible, and the reality certain, 
always to the penitent, and commonly to the church with which 
he communicates; becaufe the ſtate of the mind 1s diſcovered 
by the ourward actions.— But of the repentance which car 
condition requires and admits, no ſuch evidence can appear 
for to us many crimes and many virtues are made impotlible 
by confinement; and the ſhortneſs of rhe time which is before 
us, gives little power, even to ourſelves, of diſtinguiſhing the 
effects of terror from thoſe of conviction; of deciding, whether 
our preſent ſorrow for fin proceeds from abhorrence of guilt, | 
or dread of puniſhment whether the violence of our inordinate 
paſſions be totally ſubdued by the fear of God, or only cruſhed | 
and reſtrained by the temporary force of preſent calamity. 
Our repentaace is like that of other ſinners on the death- bed; 
but with this advantage, that our danger is not greater, and 
our ſtrength is more. Our faculties are not impaired by weak- 
neſs of body. We come to the great work not withered by 
pains, nor clouded by the fumes of diſeaſe, but with minds ca- 
pable of continued attention, and with bodies, of which we 
need have no care! We may therefore better diſcharge this 
tremendous duty, and better judge of our own performance. 
Of the efficacy of a death- bed repentance many have dif- 
puted ; but we have no leifure for controverſy. Fix in-your | 
minds this decifion, ©* Repentance is a change of the heart, 
of an evil to a good diſpoſition.” When that change is made, 
repentance is complete. God will conſider that life asamend- 
ed, which would have been amended if he had ſpared it. Re- 
pentance inthe ſight of man, even of the penitent, is not known | 
but by its fruits; but our Creator fees the fruit in the bloſſom, 
or the feed. He knows thoſe te ſolutions which are fixed,thoſe 
converſions which would be permanent ; and will receive them 
who are qualiſied by holy defires for works of righteouſneſs, | 
ES, without 


There cannot be a ſtronger exemplitication of this idea than the 
conduct of the Failzr, who nttered the queſtion, with which we 
commenced our enquity -i hal ſball Ih to be ſaved q What a change 
of mind and manners was wrought in him by the power of God ! 
Read Acts chap. xvi 


1 


E 


without exacting from tlñem thoſe out ward duties which the 


ſhortneſs of their lives hindered them from performing. 

Nothing therefore remains, but that we apply with all our 
ſpeed, and with all our itrenzth, to revify our deſires, and 
purify our thoughts; that we ſet God before us in all his good- 
neſs and terrors ; that we conſider him as the Father and the 
Judge of all the earth; as a Father, deſirous to fave, as a 
Judge, who cannot pardon unrepented iniquity : that we fall 
down before him felt-condemned, and excite in our hearts an 
intenſe deteſtarion of thoſe crimes which have provoked him; 
with vehement and ſteady reſolutions, that if life were granted 
us, it ſhould be ſpent hereaſter in the practice of our duty. 
4 that we pray the giver of grate to itreagthen and impreſs theſe 
holy taougzins, and to accept our repemance, though late, 

and in its beginnings violent: that we improve every good 
motion by dilizent prayer; and having declared and confirmed * 
our faith by the holy communion, —- we deliver ourſeives 

. into his hands, in firm hope, that he who created and redeem- 

ed us will not ſafer us to periſh. Rom. viii. v. 32. 

The condition, without which forgiveneſs is not to be obtain- 
ed, is that we forgive others. There is always a danger leſt men, 
freſh from a trial in which life has been loſt, ſhould remember 
with reſentment and malignity the profecutor, the witneſſes, 
or the judges. It is indeed ſcarcely poſſible, that with all the 


0 prejudices of an intereſt fo weighty, and fo affecting, the con- 
E 7 vi ſhould think otherwiſe, than that he has been treated, in 
ſome part of the proceſs, with unneceſſary ſeverity, In this opi- 


| + See 2 Cor. ch. 5. v. 14, 15, 

| I would have this expreſſion to be particulatly attended to 
While as a dying man, and with all p»fliible ſincerity of foul, I ad, 
that if I could wiſh to declare my faith, | know not of any words in which 
I could doit fo well, and fo per ſectly ro my fotisfaftion, as in the com- 
munion ſervice of our church: and it | would wiſh to confirm that faith, 

I know not of any appointed method fo thoroughly adapted to that 
end as participation in that communion itlelt.—Sce particularly in 
this ſervice, the exhortation, canſeſſian, prayer beginning we da nat 
preſume, &c.—Canſecration—and prayer after receiving, O Lord and 
Heavenly Father, &c.—— Conviets ſhould diligently aud repeatedly 
read over this ſervice before they cummunicaie. 


E 


nion he is perhaps ſingular, and therefore proba')ly miſtaken. 
But there is no time for dilquiition : we mult try to find the 
Morteſt way to peace. It is eaſier to forgive tlian to reaſon 
right. He that has been injuriouſly or unneceſſarily harraſſed, 
Has one opportunity more of proving his ſincerity, by forgiv- 
ing the wrong, and praying for his enemy. 

It is the duty of a penitent to repair, fo far as he has the 
power, the injury which he has done. What we can do, is 


F commonly nothing more than to leave the world an example 


of contrition. On the dreadful! day, when the fentence of the 
law has its full force, ſome will be found to have affected a 
ſhemcleſs bravery, or negligent intrepidity. Such is not the 
proper behaviour of a convicted criminal. To rejoice in tor- 
tures is the privilege of a martyr ; to meet death with iatree 
Pidity is the right only of innocence, if in any human being 
innocence could be found. Of him, whoſe life is ſhortened 
by bis crimes, the laſt duties are humility and ſelf. abaſement. 
We owe to God ſincere repentance; we owe to man the ap- 
P<arance of repentance. We ought not to propagate an 
opinion, that he who lived in wickedneſs can die with c e. 
If rhe ſerenity or gaity with which fome mer. have ended a 
life of guilt, were unigigned, they can be imputed only to ig- 


norance or ſtupidity, or, what is more horrid, to voluntary 
intoxication: — if they were arr'ficial and hypocritical,chey were 


acts of deception, the uſeleſ and unprofiable crimes of pride 
vnmortified, and obilinacy unſubdued. 


There is yet another crime poſſible, and, as there is 


reaſon to believe, ſometimes committed in the Laſt moment, on 
zke margin of eternity. Men have died with a ſtedfaſt denial 
of crimes, of which it is very diicn't to ſuppoſe them inno- 
cent. By what equĩvocation or referve they may have recon- 
ciled their conſciences to falſchood, it their confciences were 
at all ceaſulted, ir is impoſſible to know. But if they thought, 


chat the work! had no farther demand upon them; that therefore 
chey might, by kceping their own ſecrets, try to leave behind 
— <4 a di ſputabie reputation; and thatrke falſtiood was harmleſs, 
becaufe none were injured they had very little conſidered the 
guure of focicry. One of ihe principal parts of national feli- 

city 


that when they were to die, they paid their legal forfeit, and 


d"0 


penſe the laws, but diminiſhes the 
laws themſelves, tad ſakes the foundation o pub cranquil 


earneſtly e hort you, my fellow 


city ariſes from a wiſe and impartial adminiſtration of juſtice. | 


upon „ 
and the ſerenity . _ He 


of partiality or error, not 


For my OW 1 part, I confeſs, with i 
crime which as brought me to this place; eee be jſ 
of my ſente ce while I am finking under its vo 


, the 


the offences which have been already 
to aur c >untry that confidence in ic} 
there can be neither peace nor 
As few men ſuffer for their firſt 
are co iſcious of more crimes that have been 
ju ucial cognizance, it is neceſſary to enquire b 
felon ought to be extended. Peace of mind, © 
ſtruction, may ſometimes demand, that to the 
council is requeſted, a long courſe of exil — de dif- 
covered: ut of this every man muſt determine for 
—To the — _ xp he from 
obliged to confeſs thoſe acts ave brought, or may bring 
unjutt ſuſpicion upon others; and to ſuch i — 
25 may enable thoſe who have ſuffered to obtain reſtitu- 


9 


tion. 


Whatever I remains in our power we muſt 
perform. We muſt prevent, to the utmoſt of our power, 

the evil s of our crimes —We mult forgive all who 
have injured us.—We muſt; by fervency of — and con- 


1 ede en ee wy pn, 


and generate in our minds that love 
ſociety of _ — 


fin, which may fit us for the 
finally, we muſt commend and entruſt our ſouls to mn, who 
died for the fins of men; ; with earneſt wiſhes and humble hopes 
chat be will admit us with the labourers who entered the vine: 


yard at the aft hewr, and affociate us with the thief whom be 
pardoned on the croſs! "= 


1 


To this great end, you will not refuſe to unite with me, on 
bended knees, and with humbled hearts, in fervent prayer to 
the rhrone of grace; may the father of merey hear our ſuppli- 


| cations, and have compaſſion upon us: 
| ighty Lord God, the 17 all the earth, 


who i in thy providential jultice doſt frequently infli ſevere ven- 
geance upon finners in this life, that thou mayeſt by their fad 
examples eſfectually deter others from commiting the like 
heinous offences; and that they themſelves, truly repenting of 
| their faults, may eſcape the condemnation of hell:—look down 
nn mercy upon us, 55 ſorrooful jervants, whom thou haſt ſuf- 
fered to become the unhappy objects of offended juſtice in this 
world 
- «© Give us a thorough ſenſe of all thoſe evil thoughts, words, 
and works, which have fo provoked thy patience, that thou 
haſt been pleaſed to permit this public and ſhameful judgment 
to fall upon us; and grant us fuch a portion of grace and 
godly ſincerity, that we may heartily confeſs, and unfeignedly 
t of every breach of thoſe molt holy latus and ordinances, 
which if a man do, he ſhall live in them. 
Let no root of bitterneſs and malice, no habitual and 
deadly fin, either of omiſſion or commiſſkon, remain undiſturb- 
ed m our hearts! But enable us to make our repentance uni- 
EF yerfſal, without the leaſt flattering or deceitful reſerve, that fo 
| we may clear ourconſciences before we cloſe our eyes. 
„„ And now that thou halt brought us within the view of 
our long home, and made us ſenſible, that the time of our diſ- 
ſolution draweth near ; endue us, we humbly pray thee, O 
gracious Father, with fach Chriſtian fortitude, that neither the 
terrors of thy preſent diſpenſations, nor the remembrance of 
our former fins, may have power to fink our ſpirits into a de- 
ſpondency of thy everlaſting mercies in the adorable Son of thy 
love. 
„Wean our thouzhrs and affections, good Lord, from all 
the vain and deluſive enjoyments of this tranſitory world; 
that we may not only with patient reſignation ſubmit to the 
inted ſtroke of death, but that our faith and hope may be 


ſo elevated * we may conceive a longing deſire to be dif- 
folved 


= 


4. oh 


ſolved from theſe our earthly tabernacles, and to be with 
Chriſt, which is far better than all the happineſs we can wiſh 
for beſides ! f | 

« And in a due ſenſe of our extraordinary want of forgive- 
neſs at thy hands, and of our utter unworthineſs of the very 
leaſt of all thy favours—of the meaneſt crumbs which fall from 
thy table—Oh ! bleſſed Lord Jeſus ! make us fo truly and u- 
niverſally charitable, that in an undiſſembled compliance with 
thy own awful command, and moſt endearing example, we may 
both freely forgive and cordially pray for our moſt inveterate 
enemies, perſecutors, and flanderers /—Forgive them, O Lord, 
we beſeech thee — turn their hearts, and fill them with thy 
love ! | 

« Thus, may we humbly truſt, our ſorrowful prayers and 
tears will be — in thy ſight. Thus ſhall we be quali- 
fied, through Chriſt, ro exchange this diſmal bodily confine- 
ment [and theſe uneaſy fetters] for the glorious liberty of the 
fons of God.— And thus ſhall our legal doom upon earth be 
changed into a comfortable declaration of mercy m the higheſt 
Heavens: And all through thy moſt precious and all- ſuſſicient 
merits, O bleſſed Saviour of mankind, —who with the Father, 
and the Holy Ghoſt, liveſt and reigneſt ever, One Gad, world 
without end. Amen }. 


+ See RossetL's Prifiner's Director: a work of ſome merit—and 
which I have endeavoured, in my melancholy hour of leifure, to re- 
viſe, and (I humbly hope) improve; and mean to leave behind me, 
in the hands of the Ordinary, as a ſmall teſtimony of my fincere, but 
very weak, endeavours for the beſt welfare of unhappy men in con- 
finement; to whom I have written a general dreſs, to be prefixed 
to the new edition of RossEL. 
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